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CoopZone Developers’ Network:
Background and Invitation to Join

www.coopzone.coop
The CoopZone Developers’ Network Co-operative is a bilingual network of people and organizations that help to start and develop co-operatives, and to foster interest in learning more about co-ops.   The vision of the CoopZone Network is: To enhance the quality of life in Canada by promoting and supporting the growth and development of co-operatives, through mobilizing co-operative developers committed to the vision and objectives of the co-operative movement. 
The main functions of CoopZone are networking among members, ensuring that qualified developers are available for co-ops in development, and maintaining a web site with information about co-op development: www.coopzone.coop.  CoopZone also holds tele-learning sessions for members and is launching a new training & mentoring program, starting in fall 2011.
Membership in CoopZone is open to interested people and organizations in three categories:  (1) Developer members; (2) Professional Service Providers (lawyers, accountants, etc.), and (3) Allied members, i.e. supporters.  

Advantages of joining the CoopZone Developers’ Network Co-operative:

• Increased opportunities for in-depth interaction with other professionals who work with co-operatives;
• Free participation in the CoopZone tele-learning training sessions; 

• Improved access to co-op resource materials and co-op developer education sessions;
• Opportunities to bid on contracts to carry out development initiatives in many regions of Canada;
• Invitations to periodic teleconferences and Forums that provide information, education and networking opportunities, as well as a voice in the running of the Network;
• Eligibility for election to the CoopZone Board of Directors;
• A listing on the CoopZone web site, as either a developer member, an allied member, or a professional service provider member. CoopZone will provide co-op development projects with this list of developers.

It took over 10 years of sustained work to create a national Co-operative Developers’ Co-operative.  Many people involved in co-op development have felt for a long time that such a network is important: for the developers themselves, for the new co-operatives being formed, and for the overall co-op community.  The Network increases interaction among developers and other professionals, provides opportunities for ongoing training, stimulates the formation of new co-ops by linking qualified developers to development opportunities, and creates best practices which can be shared.  

There are currently over 50 CoopZone members, with a presence in every province.  Co-op developers are invited to join the Co-operative (www.coopzone.coop/join - where you will find information about dues, as well as the application form), and to provide the Board with any feedback regarding the CoopZone Network Co-operative.

Since 2005, CoopZone has been administered by the Canadian Worker Co-op Federation.   
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