Advanced Co-op Developer Training

Devco, a British Columbia-based consulting workers’ co-op with many years of experience, is pleased to announce the launch in February, 2008 of an Advanced Co-op Developer Training session.  This session builds on the very successful and well-received Introductory Co-op Development Training that Devco has delivered since 1994 in a number of locations in Canada.

This three-day session will be delivered in Winnipeg on Feb 20th – 22nd, and in Moncton on Feb 26th – 28th.  The content is being designed by a team of experienced co-op developers that includes Devco members Melanie Conn and Marty Frost, Executive Director of SEED Winnipeg Cindy Coker and Blair Hamilton of Dungannon Consulting in Manitoba, and Peter Hough, financial officer for the Canadian Worker Co-op Federation and David Daughton, regional coordinator of the Canadian CED Network (CCEDNet) in the Maritimes.  The project has the financial support of CDI – Innovations and Research.
This will be a valuable opportunity for participants to gain more knowledge about the development of cooperatives and to increase their skill in assisting potential co-op groups.  The training is designed for those whose work now involves co-op development or is anticipated to in the future, eg: government, Community Futures Corporation, credit union or co-operative, non-profit organization, or independent consultancy, and who have attended some form of basic/introductory training about co-ops and co-op development.
The content explores essential topics for effective cooperative development including group formation and support issues, capitalization options, legal requirements, governance structures, operational planning and implementation. The regional members of the training team have helped to adapt the content to reflect regional circumstances including the preparation of a case study from a development in each region. 
(A more detailed outline is posted on this site.)

Tuition per person will be $400. which includes all course materials and mid-morning and afternoon refreshment breaks. Participants are responsible for their own travel, accommodation and meals. There is a limited bursary pool. 

Please watch this site for more information. For further detail about the project in general, please contact Melanie Conn (mconn@sfu.ca) or Marty Frost (martyfrost@can.rogers.com).   For information about the Manitoba session, please contact Cindy Coker at cindy@seedwinnipeg.ca ; for the Maritimes session please contact Peter Hough at peter.cwcf@xcountry.tv
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